MINUTES IN BRIEF [Highlights]

Oxford Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, PA

26 January 2010

The Presbytery convened at 10 am with prayer, was welcomed by the host pastor, the Rev. Ethelyn Taylor, introduced new elders, adopted the docket and approved the consent agenda.  Then the Presbytery gathered in Worship with the Lord’s Supper.  The Rev. James Belle preached and the Revs. Blake Blakesley and Ethelyn Taylor officiated the Sacrament.  The new Moderator, Elder Catherine Adams, and the new Vice-Moderator, the Rev. Blake Blakesley, were installed.

The Presbytery then broke for lunch.  It reconvened with the new Moderator presiding, it adopted the revised Sexual Ethics training requirements in a second reading as presented by the Committee on Ministry.  The Rev. Dr. Curtis A. Jones was welcomed into the Presbytery.

A lengthy Nominations slate was elected, including commissioners to the next General Assembly:  The Revs. James Belle (Holy Trinity-Bethlehem), Wonjae Choi (Newtown), Trent Hancock (Morrisville), John Sweet (Frankford) and Lori Zang Kosinski; and Elders Albert DerMovsesian (Warminster), Roberta Hubbard (Oxford), Anna MacDonald (Woodside), Charlie Warren, II (T. M. Thomas) and Ivy John (Yeadon). 

The Presbytery then heard from our Associate for the Care of Ministers, the Rev. Bill Thompson, the annual report of Presby’s Inspired Life, and examined Faith Williams and Kurt Pleim approving the motions to enroll them as Candidates for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament.  Financial Management and the Rev. Phil Olson for Stewardship both reported.
Then the Presbytery heard the request of the Bristol Presbyterian Church to be dissolved as of 26 January 2010 and with sadness and grief, Presbytery approved the dissolution.  A litany and prayer service was then held to celebrate Bristol’s long century and a half of commitment and service. Then the Presbytery commissioned the congregational coaches as part of its commitment to build God’s Kingdom.

The National Black Presbyterian Caucus announced the Presbytery will celebrate Black History on Sunday, 14 February 2010, at 3 pm at the Oxford Presbyterian Church.  The Rev. Anderson Porter urged everyone to attend this stated meeting of the Presbytery.  The Presbytery then heard the report of the Self Development of People including how to apply for funds as well as examples of what their grants help get off the ground.  The Rev. Jeanne Radak gave the report of the Executive Staff encouraging the Missional approach to our work.

The Stated Clerk asked the Presbytery to add to the position description, authorization for the Stated Clerk to appoint committees of counsel as permitted by the Book of Order.  The Presbytery approved without dissent.  

There being no other business, the Presbytery adjourned at 3:20 pm with prayer, to meet next on 14 February, 3 pm at the Oxford Presbyterian Church, then on 23 March 2010, 10 am, at the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
