MINUTES IN BRIEF [Highlights]

First Presbyterian Church in Germantown, Philadelphia, PA

23 March 2010

The Presbytery convened at 10 am with prayer, was welcomed by the host pastors, the Revs. Nancy Muth and Kevin Porter.  After welcoming of first time elders and attending to preliminary business, The Presbytery went into worship with the Lord’s Supper, both the host pastors presiding.  The Rev. Anita Miller Bell preached on “Where Have All the Children Gone?”
Then the Consent Agenda was approved.  The Moderator then called on the Revs. Nancy Muth and Kevin Porter to present the report of the Missional Urban Ministry Team.  After a presentation, the Presbytery broke for lunch which included a discussion of common questions around tables while members ate.  Then as the Presbytery reconvened, each table reported on the highlights of their discussion.  These were collected and will be used in the continued report of the Team at the next Presbytery meeting.
Then the Acting General Presbyter, Elder Albert DerMovsesian gave his report, asking that the Presbytery transfer the Rev. Dr. Linda Robinson to the Presbytery of Elizabeth so that she may become the Interim Pastor of the Clinton Presbyterian Church in Clinton, New Jersey.  This will leave a position on the Presbytery Executive Staff vacant until COMO decides what to do.

The Moderator called on Elder Phoebe Sheftel to report on the progress of the Executive Presbyter Search Committee.  Ms. Sheftel reported that a number of candidates have indicated during the interview process that they feel that there is still interim work to be done in our Presbytery.  Therefore the search committee has contacted COMO to discuss these concerns and will await COMO’s response prior to continuing further with any candidates.

The Rev. Trent Hancock reported for the Associate for Care of Ministers Search Committee, and presented the candidate, the Rev. Christine Bruce, who spoke and answered questions.  The Presbytery then acted to call Rev. Bruce to the position at the terms announced.

The Nominations report was approved as presented, then the Presbytery heard from the Committee on Ministry.  The Committee on Ministry acted to receive as a member the Rev. H.S. Wilson after examination, a member of the Church of South India and to validate his ministry as Executive Director for the Foundation of Theological Education for Southeast Asia.  

The Peacemaking Committee, through the Rev. David Yeaworth, presented for a first reading three overtures from the Presbytery of San Francisco that want our Presbytery to also approve on the Middle East.  Later, under new business, a counter motion was presented by the Rev. Bill Borror for a first reading.

Elder Delores Brisbon gave the report of the Presbytery Community Ministries of the Delaware Valley.  Then the Rev. Bruce Barstow, Stated Clerk, gave his report stating he is still receiving proposals from local congregations seeking to support youth sports teams and that the Synod PJC has dismissed a remedial case against the Presbytery of Philadelphia’s Committee on Ministry.

The Presbytery adjourned at 3:10 pm.  The next meeting is Tuesday, May 25, 10:00 am at The Lutheran Theological Seminary, 7301 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19119.
