Per Capita:  What Is It?            
It has been said that per capita apportionment is like a utility bill.  Just as we pay for heat, light, water, and telephone in order to remain connected to systems and to benefit from the services provided, we also pay per capita so that the Presbyterian system can function on behalf of all of us.  It is a necessary linkage in our connectional system.  

Another way of looking at it is that the per capita is an opportunity for all communicant members of the Presbyterian church through the governing bodies to participate equally, responsibility, and interdependently by sharing the cost of coordination of mission; and of performing ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial functions that identify a Reformed Church, while at the same time strengthening the sense of community among all Presbyterians.
As a result, each of our Presbyterian judicatories needs these funds for basic operating costs covered and annually states that cost as per capita apportionment.  This year the General Assembly has established it’s per capita at $6.15, the Synod of the Trinity at $2.10 and the Presbytery of Philadelphia at $12.50, for a total per capita of $20.75 in 2010.
Some of the obvious basic costs at each of these levels are the fees for their meetings, the transportation of delegates to the G.A. and Synod meetings, the salaries of the Clerks of G.A., Synod and Presbytery.  In our Presbytery there is the huge work of the office of the stated clerk, the accounting office, and the process of organizing and holding Presbytery meetings, including the salaries of those staff members who do the required functions directed by our Book of Order.  
 In our Presbyterian system, congregations pay the per capita on the number of active members reported annually.  At the same time each Presbytery is required to pay to the General Assembly the per capita apportionment for each of the member of all our congregations.     

The cost of maintaining our various mission functions, activities and concerns, on each of these levels, comes from congregational voluntary mission financial support and not the per capita.  
02-05-07
G. Hollingshead

