Worship for Event 9 worship Service
March 13, 2010

Call to Worship

Leader: Breath of God, breath of life, breath of deepest yearning.

All: Come, Holy Spirit.

Leader: Comforter, Disturber, Interpreter, Enthuser,

All: Come Holy Spirit.

Leader: Heavenly Friend, Lamplighter, Revealer of truth, Midwife of change,

All: Come Holy Spirit

Leader: The Lord is Here.

All: God’s Spirit is with us.

Prayer of Confession (unison)
We confess that we know that God’s light shines out from the Darkness. We know that Christ’s love cannot be hidden. We know we are to be the messengers, the models, the bearers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We know all this but yet…

We are like those who at times let the veil come between us and the God’s love. We are those who hide the light of Christ under the bushel. We are those who shut the door on the movement of the Holy Spirit. Forgive us Lord when we are the resisters to new things and new ideas and new people to our faith community. Forgive us Lord when we are those who throw up our hands and say “no”. Forgive us Lord for fruitlessly and foolishly trying to take the Light of God and shove that light into a clay pot and clamping down the lid. God’s love shines out of darkness and can shine out of our fragile clay pots. We cannot stop the Light of God. Forgive us for thinking that we could.

Use us Lord as your servants of Light and Love. Use us as we live in those places where you call us. Use us Lord as the laborers of your harvest. For the Harvest is plentiful.

Hear now the confessions of our hearts.

(Silent confessions)
Assurance of Forgiveness
Response: Amazing Grace

Music – #377 Lord, You have Come to the Lakeshore 

Piano  - Ethelyn Taylor  Congregational Leader  - Priscilla King 
Litany of Luke 10

Leader: The Lord appointed 70 others and sent them out ahead of him.
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few

Leader: Go on your way, remember this is hazardous work – you are like lambs in the wolf pack
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few
Leader: Carry nothing with you, Travel light
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few
Leader: Go in haste to where I am sending you. Don’t make small talk along the road.
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few
Leader: When you enter a home – greet all who are there with Peace. If they receive the peace, stay there.
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few

Leader: If your peace is not received, don’t fret; move on to the next place.
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few
Leader: Don’t move about from house to house; stay in one place, eat what is set before you and receive their hospitality. 
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few
Leader: Heal the sick, 
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few
Leader: Proclaim the good news: The Kingdom of God is at hand
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few
Leader: If the Good news is not received shake the dust from your feet; God will see to them
People: The Harvest is Plentiful, but the laborers are few
All: O Lord of the Harvest, send a crowd to your field, send people who’ll labor for bountiful yield. Please keep us from worry; please turn us your way. Oh. Lord of the Harvest send us partners today.

Music - #358 Help us Accept each other 
Scripture – Luke 10: 1 -12
Sermon - 
Affirmation of Faith – The Foolishness of God
Please stand and face across the aisle to the other participants.
Leader:  We believe in God
All: Who made the world, loves it and laughs at it;
Women: Who created human beings each to be different and asked them to get on with each other;
Men: Who took the risk of leaving us alone, knowing that one day our differences might threaten the earth’s safety;

Leader: Who trusts us in full knowledge of our frailness.

All: We believe in Jesus Christ
Women: Who came among us insignificantly,


who grew among us uneventfully,


who walked among us incognito;
Men: Who, to change the world, become redundant and called others to do likewise;
Women: Who befriended those whose company would discredit him;
Men: Who pardoned those who deserved to be condemned;
Women: Who healed those who were hopeless cases;
Men: who spoke the deepest truths in the language of the living room;
Leader: Who contradicted common sense by accepting the cross and taking on the grave and was liberated to live on the third day;
All: Who calls us, now as then, to a life which is absurd by the standards of the world.

Leader: We believe in the Holy Spirit

All: Through whom God surprises, disappoints, cajoles and questions us;
women: who is the bringer of strength and source of humor;
Men: Who leads us to discover the truth we avoid:
Leader: Who is a paradox…ever present yet unpredictable:
All: And we believe that the foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of the world; and we rejoice that God has made it so. 

Invitation to the Table-
Leader: He was always the guest.
In the homes of peter and Jairus, Martha and Mary, Joanna and Susanna, he was always the guest.

At the meal tables of the wealthy where he pled the case of the poor, he was always the guest.

Upsetting polite company, befriending isolated people, welcoming the stranger; he was always the guest.
But here, at this table, he is the host. Those who wish to serve him must first be served by him, those who want to follow him must first be fed by him, those who would wash his feet must first let him make them clean. 

For this it the table where God intends us to be nourished; this the time when Christ can make us new.

So come, you who hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world.

Jesus Christ, who sat at our tables, now invites us to be guests at his. 

The Story

Leader: What we do here, we do in imitation of what Christ first did.

To his followers in every age, Jesus gave an example and command rooted in the experience he shared with his disciples in an upstairs room in Jerusalem.

Leader 2: On the night on which he was betrayed, and as they were sitting at meal, Jesus took a piece of bread and broke it. He gave it to the disciples saying, “This is my body. It is broken for you. Do this to remember me.”

Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of wine and said, “This cup is new relationship with God made possible because of my death. Drink this all of you, to remember me.”

Leader 1: So now we do as Jesus did.

We take this bread and this wine, the produce of the earth and fruit of the human labor. 

In these, Jesus has promised to be present; through these, Christ can make us whole.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Leader: Let us pray, the Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: we Lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader: It is indeed right, for you made us, and before us, you made the world we inhabit, and before the world, you made the eternal home in which, through Christ, we have a place.

All that is spectacular, all that is plain have their origin in you; all that is lovely, all who are loving point to you as their fulfillment.

And grateful as we are for the world we know and the universe beyond our ken, we particularly praise you, whom eternity cannot contain, for coming to earth and entering time in Jesus.

For his life which informs our living, for his compassion which changes our hearts, for his clear speaking which contradicts our harmless generalities, for his disturbing  presence, his innocent suffering, his fearless dying, his rising to life breathing forgiveness, we praise you and worship him.

Here to our gratitude rises for the promise of the Holy Spirit, who even yet, even now, confronts us with your claims and attracts us to your goodness.

There fore we gladly join our voices to the song of the Church on earth and in heaven:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Leader: And now, lest we believe that our purpose along fulfills your purpose, we fall silent and remember him who came because words weren’t enough.

Setting our wisdom, our will, our words aside, emptying our hearts and bringing nothing in our hands, we yearn for the healing, the holding, the accepting, the forgiving which Christ alone can offer.

Time of Silence

Merciful God, send now , in kindness your  Holy Spirit to rest on us, converting us from the patterns of this passing world, until we conform to the shape of him whose food we now share. Amen.

Sharing of the Feast 
We will be sharing the feast by dipping the bread in the cup. Please come forward by the center aisle.

The Peace

Leader: Please Stand.

Christ who has nourished us, is our peace. Strangers and friends, male and female, old and young, he has broken down the barriers to bind us to him and to each other.

Having tasted his goodness, let us share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All: And also with you.

Communion Prayer:
Leader: Let us pray. In gratitude, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these people, we give ourselves to you.

Take us out to live as changed people because we have shared the Living Bread and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect much from us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. 

We leave this place as partners in ministry. Send us from here to work with the partners you have sent us too and those to whom we will meet on the journey with you.

Presentation of Symbols And Service of Commissioning 
Leader 1: These are symbols for you take with you to remind you of your call by God. 

For it is God who said, “let light shine out of darkness” Continue to be the light of God that shine out of the darkness.

We are given this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God. This is reminder of the power of God in our ministry together.

The Word of God continued to spread. This is a journey this is not the end of Partnership but the beginning of next phase of the journey. This boat is to remind you of the journey that we continue to move back and forth in order to move forward in the Ministry to which God calls us.

(Taken from John 20:19-23)

Leader: 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 

People:
And also with you.

Leader:
After Jesus said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

People:
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

Leader:
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

People:
Send us, Lord. 

Leader:
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

People:
If we forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if we retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

Leader:
These stoles are symbols of your being sent even as Jesus was sent.

People:
We will wear them as signs of those being sent out into the world where Jesus has already gone.

Leader:
These stoles are symbols of the yoke of discipleship that Jesus gives to his disciples. 

People:
We will wear them as reminders of the rest that God promises to all those who are weary and heavy laden.
Leader:
These stoles are also for those whom God will raise up to labor in the fields of harvest. 

People:
We will pass along our commission to those who respond to the words of peace we offer as disciples of Jesus Christ who goes before us. 
Leader:
Peace be with you.

People:
As the Father has sent us, so we will send others into the harvest. 

Hymn – Come thou Fount of Every Blessing

Benediction
Worship service litanies and prayers written by or from:
A Wee Worship Book – Wild Goose Worship Group

The Iona Community Worship Book

Jeanne Radak

Bill Reinhold

Book of Occasional Service, PCUSA
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