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Sermon Series: Visioneering

Message: Whatever it Takes!

Text: Genesis 12-25

Whatever it takes. We have all heard of inspiring moments where people have gone to extreme lengths to accomplish something important. At the Vancouver Winter Olympics, Canadian ice skater Joannie Rochette received tragic news that her mother had died of a massive heart attack. In spite of her grief and pain, Joannie still took to the ice, and competed for her country, medaling in her field. She did whatever it takes. We hear inspirational stories like that and are moved. But people in everyday life often do whatever it takes as well. A single parent with multiple kids; the caregiver spouse of a person with a terminal disease; the unemployed dad who refuses to become a couch potato in order to provide for his family. These and so many others do whatever it takes, because they want what is best for others. They have a vision and desire to provide what matters, and will stop at nothing to secure it. 
As we saw last week, Abraham was an unassuming person who was a “whatever it takes” kind of guy. Called by God to leave his homeland, his family, and his security, this man did whatever it took to obey God, and fulfill the dream Godhad for him that would benefit countless others through him. Jer. 29:11: For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Abraham left his homeland to a go to a place God said He would show him. He took off, even though he didn’t know exactly where he was going! Later, he moved to Egypt, then other areas, before settling in the area God promised to him. It involved him waiting 25 more years before actually seeing the son God promised to him. And then, God asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son to him! That didn’t make sense at all! But Heb. 11 says that since Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, he was willing to obey no matter what might happen. But through it all, even in his mistakes and foibles, Abraham still trusted in God, and he obeyed. 
The Bible says that we are children .of Abraham because we come to God in faith, just as he did. His belief in God and His promises was so strong that he followed, even when it didn’t seem to make sense. Gen. 15:5: Abraham was led outside at night by God who told him, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." Now – Abraham never saw this promise become reality in his lifetime; but he lived for it and acted as if it had already happened. Heb 11:8-12: By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. But even though Abraham trusted, he still asked how it was all going to happen. How was he going to be the father of many nations, when he didn’t even have a son? How could he and Sara have a child when they were so advanced in years? Abraham approached God with those questions … and God answered them. And Abraham believed him!
Last week we talked about our vision as a church. Like Abraham, we need to go where God wants us to go. Essentially, we established last week WHY we need a vision. But many will quickly ask, well that’s fine – but HOW are we going to do that? Today we want to address that. Our vision, as we have stated before, is to Love God, Love People and Impact the World by reaching future generations. We don’t want to focus on ourselves; we want to be a legacy building church. We want this church be a vessel for God for as long as He wants. 

As our leadership team met in January to plan some specific direction for this church, it was exciting and refreshing to see everyone embrace the direction and vision we are sharing with you. We talked about how we would implement that vision, so we came up with several action points for this year to help us reach families with children: 

1. We unanimously agreed that it was time to combine our worship services, since we wanted to make sure all of us were on the same page in this venture. We have begun that process. Our teams are working well together. We have many things we need to work through; I ask that each of you be patient with us as we do so.  Rest assured that all of us in the worship team want to offer services that exalt and glorify God as we worship Jesus Christ. 
2. We committed to offer child care at every major event we have here on campus. Since that time, someone has been available to care for kids at all our large group events. That will continue for all future events, because we want families with children to know that they can come to events and not have to miss out on what is offered just because they have young ones to care for.
3. We committed to offer a group study for new believers on how God has worked in history, and how the Bible fits together. Young people who have not grown up in church don’t know the Bible, or who God, whom we so take for granted, is really all about! Currently, we have a team reviewing some materials to facilitate that opportunity. We will inform you when that takes place.
4. We asked Scott to bring a team together to look at how we can make our children’s area more appealing to kids, along with being more secure for all children. Families with children look for places that are not only kid friendly, but safe for their kids as well. That project will be underway in the next few weeks, and we hope to make some progress in this area throughout the summer.

5. Our leadership committed to pray about hiring a children’s minister or director, at least part-time, by Fall, 2010. Families with children are passionate about their kids, and whether where they go focuses on their children’s needs. So we pray, knowing that God will have to provide the finances needed to make this happen. We also have discussed specific ways we can fund this effort and will begin to communicate those in upcoming announcements and newsletters.
I just shared the goals for 2010. We are currently fulfilling, or in the process of doing all of them. But we have other priorities we want to pursue that will further define and fulfill our vision to Love God, Love People and Impact the World by reaching out to families with children.
6. One of the things you will see is that there will be others on this podium sharing the preaching and teaching load with me. Scott Wood, Charles Whitlock, David Williams and possibly some others will here sharing through the year, in addition to Harry next week. I know that people connect with different personalities, different ways of saying things, different styles of communication. While I will still be up here the bulk of the time, I will be partnering with others – and yet we will all still reflect the same vision and direction.
7. We plan to offer more opportunities for us to reach out to our community where they live to meet needs in the name of Jesus Christ. A powerful characteristic of young adults and parents of children is that they want to make a difference in their community and world; they want to have a cause to belong to. We had some initial efforts last year; our Community Outreach/Evangelism team is working at securing those events in future months.
8. We need to move our worship times into the Community Life Center in the future. I know … we don’t have it outfitted for sound and video like we need to, and it will cost quite a bit to make that happen. We aren’t going to rush this transition. We will do things we can do on a cash available basis. God’s Project funds will continue to go to mortgage reduction. But when the time comes to move ahead on this, we will step out in faith and finish outfitting the Community Life Center. I don’t know if this is a realistic time frame, but I would like us to complete that transition by Fall, 2011. Some may ask, Why? Why not stay in this sanctuary? Some of you were married in this room; others said farewell to loved ones. Still others gave their lives to the Lord in baptism like Austin and Elizabeth did today, while some had special moments of closeness to God in worship. This place will continue to be valued and utilized … but for things other than our primary worship hour. I am grateful that a location does not define where we can meet God. The reason why we need to do this is to give others who don’t know the Lord the opportunity to meet the same Lord we have the privilege of knowing. Our culture, particularly younger adults, encounters God in such different settings than what we are accustomed to – more informal, more oriented toward interaction and fellowship … and none of these are doctrinal or Biblical issues. What is Biblical is that we are called to meet people where they are, and introduce them to our Lord, who is also theirs. We want to help in every way in that journey. 
9. We want our vision to Love God, Love People and Impact the World to be our process for spiritual development, as well as leadership development. We want to be more effective by being more simple in our approach to being the church. This will happen primarily in community life groups, where we will seek the Lord, share Scripture, serve one another and our community, and share life together. We recently had groups look at how to strengthen their marriages. This Fall, we will be looking at what the Bible says about being fearless in life, as we use the book by Max Lucado called Fearless. We want everyone who comes here to be in a community group as we learn how to be fearless together. We want to help people connect to God and one another. In addition, our elders want new people serving alongside them in this capacity. We are not praying for good men; we are praying for godly men. We want to see more people serving in ministry as well. One of the ways we will do that is to invite individuals we know have the potential of being elders to serve as understudies. We have identified some who will be asked to join us in this. 
These are some starting points for us, and many of them are being done, or on their way to completion. If you’ve been attending here for a while, maybe you have perceived a difference in recent months in some of the things we do. There is more focus and direction, and you’ve been wondering what it’s all about. Now you know. And as we journey down this road, we will see even more things develop and take on a life of their own. That’s the odd thing about vision: when it’s focused, it is always looking at the big picture – and it mushrooms into something far bigger than ourselves. It was for Abraham: his obedience to God was helping to fulfill God’s vision for all of us. When God called Abraham, He was actually thinking about how to bless you and me! Through Abraham, God paved the way for Jesus, the Savior of us all. By the same token, when we focus on God’s vision to reach people for Jesus Christ, we help to fulfill His greater purpose to redeem the world by telling others about Him!
I want to speak to our senior saints. Many of you have been with this church since its inception over 50 years ago, others of you for less – but not much! You have seen a lot of changes take place – more than you ever thought possible in some ways. Most of you have endured those changes graciously, even though some have been difficult. Many of you have sacrificed when you didn’t know how you could. You have witnessed more change, particularly in recent years, than you ever imagined. And you have chosen to remain faithful first of all to the Lord, and to this church as well. And we want you to know that we are grateful to you. I suspect that some might fear that this focus and direction toward those who are younger will result in you being forgotten or pushed aside. But just like families anxiously prepare for new births and additions to their family, including grandparents, so this time can be the most fulfilling time in ministry for you. Each of you can be the spiritual parents and grandparents of so many who will come to know Jesus! That kind of giving can keep this church going forward for many years, just as your giving in the past has helped it stay the course through other transitions. And as we move forward with our direction, that kind of attitude must prevail in all of us. We can be all God wants us to be when the focus is off of ourselves and on others who need the Lord.
Two weeks ago, as we celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus Christ in a special way on Easter, we talked about how death is really life, and how dying to self is where life truly begins. I challenge all of us at MCC to die to self, and put aside our personal preferences for the sake of others. I stated something like this last week, but personally, if it were strictly up to selfish old me, it would be much easier and more convenient if we just stayed as we are, about 200, had staff as we do, and held blended services. If I were looking out for Mark Coffey, that is what I would lean toward. It would be easy to maintain, and wouldn’t require as much work or effort. But it isn’t. As Paul said, the love of Christ for you and others who yet need to know Him, moves me. It’s the love of Jesus that changes my heart, and His love must change yours too! His love moves me to want to do whatever I can to reach more people with the message of Jesus. You see, the things we like aren’t really important; what God wants is.  And when we follow Him to a place He will show us, things around us will change … but He won’t. His Word won’t change; neither will His will. But we will change, and so will the way we do things … and that will lead to a lot of frustration at times. But ultimately, it will lead to true joy that comes from knowing that we have faithfully followed the Lord.
Craig Groeschel, in his book, The Christian Atheist, tells of an extremely personal moment he had with God as he was wrestling with his own need to be closer to the Lord. In this moment, he saw three lines in the sand, and knew immediately what each of them represented.  Line 1: I believe in God and the gospel of Jesus Christ enough to benefit from it. We want our sins forgiven; we want to be on God’s good side; we want to have the promise of heaven. This is where most Christians live. Line 2: I believe in God and Christ’s Gospel enough to contribute comfortably. We’ll do what God wants as long as it doesn’t inconvenience us too much. As long as it doesn’t cost too much or put us out of our comfort zone. This is where Craig found himself. But there was a third line: one many of us want and long for. Line 3: I believe in God and the gospel of Christ to give my life to it. We move from being human centered to being God centered. We become fully surrendered, Spirit-led, kingdom driven believers. And we experience life to the fullest as God intended. Someone said, The church does not exist for us. We are the church and we exist for the world. I invite you to join me as we become more of that kind of church, and trust God to grow us in that way. But it begins with a change of heart … a change of direction … a willingness to do whatever it takes to follow Him … a commitment to step across that line. 
