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I’ve been reminded of the challenges of what 

it means to be patient this year as I have moved 

into my role as your new pastor.  In the early 

days of my time with you, I was often tempted 

to jump into projects prematurely.  Whenever 

that was about to happen, my partner Mike 

would make a very wise statement.  He would 

say: ―Remember what year you are in.‖ 

When he first said that, I asked him what he 

meant.  He said, ―Well, don’t think that you are 

in the middle of your eighth year at Mountain 

View United Church (the previous church I 

served).  You are in your first year at Woodland 

Hills Community Church.  It takes time to build 

relationship and 

trust – so slow 

down.‖ 

In many ways, the 

season of Lent pro-

vides each of us 

with the same 

awareness.  While it 

can be tempting to 

rush ahead into projects 

and experiences; there is 

tremendous value in slow-

ing down and tending to 

our foundational relation-

ship with God.  That 

grounding can help us ap-

preciate Easter all the more 

when it finally comes! 

As we move through the 

final days of Lent toward 

Easter, I want to thank you all for the patience 

you have shown me during my first days at 

Woodland Hills Community Church.  While the 

bumps and bruises we have experienced have 

been relatively few thus far, they have laid an 

important foundation of trust and love that will 

help us move into wonderful days of new life – 

together! 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Craig  

O n  t h e  In s i d e . . .  

T 
he season of Lent is always a challenge for me to live into spiritually because it 

forces me to confront the one thing in life at which I am the worst: having pa-

tience.  I am someone who wants to skip over the tough times associated with the 

Lenten season and jump right into those joyous Easter moments. 
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Kathi McIlvain is reorganizing the infant/baby 

care room currently in the ladies lounge. If you have 

loaned some equipment to the church and wish to 

have it back please notify Lyn Owen (348-6614) or 

Betsy Zentner (222-5501) by March 4. We need 

to know the status or ownership of the 2 slatted wood 

cribs, a cradle and the two infant Bouncers. 
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In his final moments with his disciples, the Good 

Shepherd asks Peter, ―Do you love me?‖ ―Yes,‖ Peter 

replies. Then, ―Feed my lambs,‖ Jesus tells him. 

―Tend my sheep.‖ Three times, Jesus passionately 

repeats his instruction, pressing his followers: If you 

love me, take care of the people I love. (John 21:15-

19) 

The members of the family of God, including those 

in parts of the world we may never visit, are God’s 

flock, the sheep of God’s pasture (Ezekiel 34:31). 

Yet, God’s flock is often forcefully scattered as peo-

ple are chased from their homes and livelihoods by 

brutal expressions of war, or as communities are 

blasted by natural disasters, or as societies and coun-

tries are ground down by unrelenting hunger, disease, 

and poverty. 

On March 14th, you’ll have an opportunity to offer 

your gift to One Great Hour of Sharing, empowering 

the United Church of Christ to offer disaster relief 

and refugee aid, meeting basic needs in Christ’s name 

throughout the world. Soon, each of us will have the 

opportunity to decide how to participate in an offer-

ing that helps strengthen people to improve their own 

lives and communities.  

THROUGH ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: 

disaster victims quickly receive shelter, 

food, water, and medical supplies  

local communities develop secure 

sources of food and clean water  

minds and bodies grow stronger with 

new schools and medical clinics  

refugees receive housing and long-term 

help to construct new lives  

women and communities are empow-

ered through micro-credit loans and 

community development opportunities. 

In challenging times, we often wonder how much 

we can afford to sacrifice to help feed Jesus’ beloved 

sheep, when our needs remain pressing. Perhaps only 

through prayer can we decide how to respond 

to Jesus’ call to feed His Sheep. Remember the feed-

ing of the 5,000: when Jesus asked the disciples to 

feed the hungry crowd, the disciples despaired (Mark 

6:34-44). The five loaves and two fish seemed insig-

nificant compared to the massive need. Yet when 

each gave sacrificially from what they had, through 

God’s blessing, their gifts turned into a miracle of 

compassion for all.  

Through One Great Hour of Sharing, our gifts 

meet compelling needs, while also bringing the bless-

ing of compassion into our own lives. The current 

economic situation is challenging for many of us. For 

many others, it has pushed beyond challenging to be 

life-threatening. I intend to increase my gift this year, 

and encourage you to consider doing so, also. Heed 

Jesus’ call to feed his sheep with a generous, even 

sacrificial, gift to One Great Hour of Sharing. Sharing 

your resources, you’ll change lives — including your 

own. 

O n e  G r e a t  H o u r  o f  S h a r i n g   

Nursery/Baby Care Room Equipment  



The Church Nursery School had there an-

nual Snow Day on Feb, 17 and it was a great 

―chilly‖ success. The children also enjoyed 

hot chocolate. The staff would like to thank 

all the church members for bringing in yo-

gurt cups, egg cartons, and cardboard toilet 

paper and paper towel rolls. The children 

make many creative projects with these. We 

also like big boxes. Enrollment for the next 

school year begins at the end of February if 

you or someone you know is interested. 

Please stop in the Nursery school office,  

call 818-887-0704 or email us at nursery 

school@sbcglobal.net. The Nursery School 

will be hosting Bonnie Bruce and educa-

tional psychologist to discuss Kindergarten 

Readiness on April 21st at 10 am in smith 

lounge. Mark you calen-

dars for our annual Ice 

Cream social and silent 

auction, the fun happens 

on May 1st. 

On January 31, we held the fiscal meeting of 

the congregation. To tell you the truth, I was 

very concerned about how the congregation was 

going to deal with the budget, as we were fore-

seeing a deficit and had to make very difficult 

decisions. As it turned out, the congregation had 

a very good discussion on how to work on the 

budget together. It took all of us together to think 

about where we could cut costs and it took all of 

us together to think about where we could make 

sacrifices to get what we want. 

One of the ideas that was presented in the con-

gregational meeting was that we could save if we 

could distribute our FOCUS newsletter electroni-

cally. If we did this, we could save on the cost of 

the paper, printing and postage. We could save 

the cost of the labor needed to fold, label and 

transport the newsletter to the post office. We 

could also be helping the environment, as we 

will save the trees that are needed to produce the 

paper.  So here’s the plan that the Church Coun-

cil decided on doing. Beginning with the April 

issue of the FOCUS, we will not be printing and 

mailing it out via the post office (snail mail). It 

will be posted on the church website at 

www.whucc.info. We know that there are some 

of us that do not have access to a computer. If 

you need a copy of the FOCUS, you can pick 

one up in the church office or in the Narthex 

when they are available. If you would like to 

have a copy mailed to you, please notify our Of-

fice Assistant, Pamela McCoy in the church of-

fice. If you request a copy of the FOCUS to be 

mailed to you, we will accept your donation 

(suggested amount of $7) to help cover the cost 

of the printing and postage. 

I would also like to share that during the con-

gregational meeting on January 31st, we decided 

that we all would look at our pledges. We were 

informed that we could eliminate the deficit 

amount by increasing our pledges by 17%. We 

have already received a number of pledge in-

creases and even a couple of new pledges. There 

is still time for you to increase your pledge. If 

you need a pledge card, please contact Lou 

Benedict or Bill Owen.   Blessings, Lyn Owen 

3 

N U R S E R Y  S C H O O L  H A P P E N I N G S  

M o d e r a t o r ’ s  M o m e n t  

mailto:nursery%20school@sbcglobal.net.
mailto:nursery%20school@sbcglobal.net.


In an Ash Wednesday ritual last week, Pastor 

Craig asked each one of us to write a few words 

describing an issue that brings us grief because 

we lack greater accomplishment in that area of 

our lives. We burned these small pieces of paper 

into ashes and mixed them with mineral oil. The 

mixture was used to mark the forehead or hand 

of each person as a reminder of the places we 

fall short in our lives and want to do better. Also 

important to the recognition of our shortcomings 

was the spoken assurance that GOD/LOVE is 

always within the individual. 

This period of time, Lent, before Easter helps 

us to reflect more deeply about our shadow side 

and, for me, recognize my joys and gratitudes 

more fully as well. 

The notion of risk has come to dwell with me. 

In the rains of this winter I see more clearly how 

risky it is to live on the hillsides where the fires 

last year denuded the botanical growth. I’ve 

been noticing the strong young bodies of the 

Olympic participants. How often I have mar-

veled at how much risk they have faced in their 

quest for athletic excellence. 

I rejoice and am thrilled at the risk that each 

of us embraces as we agree to a trusting relation-

ship with another person. Whether an adult or 

child, we risk to love – to make life more whole. 

Woodland Hills Community Church is a spe-

cial place that promises to provide personal and 

corporate support and affirmation as well as op-

portunities. The people of WHCC try to con-

sciously provide higher and broader goals than 

most secular folks do. We are called by Jesus’ 

teaching to do that. We try to be kind to each 

other all the time. We aspire to learn about com-

promise. We choose to learn about what it 

means to be a community and serve 

God’s world, our world, in new and different 

ways. 

These are extraordinary times when persons 

and families need assurances that God is LOVE 

and that we can all work together for great good. 

Come and bring your friends and loved ones. 

Join us in a risk worth taking. 

In our prayers this month we rejoice with 

Betsy & Carl Zentner as they welcome grand-

daughter Summer Kis Zentner; 

The family of Diane Singelyn as they enjoy 

the adventure of triplet grandbabies; 

Joe & Peggy Schuh who are traveling to Flor-

ida; 

Kathi & Clark McIlvain who are off to Africa. 

Special prayers go out to Opal Bogden and 

Hazel Magness who have made the transition to 

a new address, to Delores Burton who fell re-

cently and is now at a rehabilitation center and 

to Jeanne Mowers and family. Jeanne’s eldest 

daughter, Sheri Roberts, had a brain aneurysm 

that burst. Sheri is in hospice care in northern 

California. 

Lenten Prayer 

Now is the acceptable time: 

Put no obstacle in anyone’s way; 

Work together to accept God’s grace; 

Be reconciled to God. 

Loose the bonds of injustice; 

Break every yoke;  

Let the oppressed go free. 

Repair the breaches;  

Restore the streets; 

Let your light rise in the shadows of these 

Forty Days. 

 

 

P e o p l e  i n  t h e  P a r i s h  
By Signe Hardesty, Pastoral Assistant 
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Easter Potluck Lunch  
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We will be having an Easter Potluck 

Luncheon on April 4 from 11:30 am - 1:00 

pm in Harter Hall.  Please Sign-up , We have 

a good time getting together informally and 

having a good time of fellowship. Come and 

share in the fun. Sign-up sheets will be in the 

Narthex and Church Office through March 

28.  Please indicate your name, number at-

tending, dish you will bring and also if you 

will help with set-up and/or clean up, thank 

you." 

 

FOCUS Editor  

Steps Aside 

Jim Hardesty has 

stepped aside from this position.  Dur-

ing his time as editor, Jim brought the 

monthly newsletter through several 

changes including a name change from 

The Visitor to The FOCUS.  Pam 

McCoy, office assistant, will now be 

editor of The FOCUS.  Thank you Jim 

for all that you’ve done!!.  Your years 

of faithful service have been a blessing 

 

After 16 years 

of serving as 

editor of The 

FOCUS,  

Y o u t h  G r o u p  

Youth Group at Woodland Hills UCC is up 

and going strong! Thanks to all of the partici-

pation of the congregation in our first charity 

event, "The Souper Bowl of Caring." We man-

aged to raise a RECORD $250 and many food 

items! On February 21st we had our first 

round of volunteer days to make blankets to 

earn free tickets to Disneyland. The second 

round is tentatively scheduled for March 13th. 

A special thank you to the church members 

who donated fleece to the cause. We really 

appreciate your contributions! Soon the youth 

group will have a page on the website. Look 

for that page for updates on our activities and 

how you can help make youth group a fantas-

tic experience for the teens at WHCC! 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  

All children are welcome to participate each 

Sunday for arts, crafts, fellowship and learn-

ing.  Join us in the Sanctuary at 10:00 am.  

Any questions please contact Annette Eddy 

(Church Youth Administrator) 

 at 818-346-0820 ext. 103. 



Written by Jeff Woodard 

February 26, 2010 

The overwhelming outpouring of generosity from 

United Church of Christ members and congregations 

to earthquake-ravaged Haiti continues to set new 

standards, according to church leaders. As of noon 

Tuesday (Jan. 26), more than $560,000 had been 

raised by the UCC Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund, 

according to Susan M. Sanders, UCC's minister for 

global sharing of resources. 

"The total of $566,246 includes $359,245 that has 

been raised through online contributions," says Sand-

ers. The two-week total is more than double the 

$250,603 raised during the first six days following 

the Jan. 12 disaster. 

For more on this story, visit http://www.ucc.org/

news/a-great-outpouring-ucc.html. 

6 

March 14, 2:00 AM 

A  G r e a t  O u t p o u r i n g ,  U C C  M e m b e r s  

C o n t i n u e  H a i t i  F u n d r a i s i n g  E f f o r t s  

THANK YOU - THANK YOU for all the 

computer printer cartridges that have been 

turned into $$ for APECA.  This recycling 

project has been successful as a small, yet 

stable, source of much-needed funds to 

help sustain Gina Low’s work in the iso-

lated villages along the Amazon in Peru. 

The ―C‖ in APECA stands for Conserva-

tion, and protecting and conserving the 

Rainforest is a primary goal of APECA. 

Recycling is good for the environment 

and is an easy way to support APECA. 

Please deposit your used inkjet cartridges 

in the basket in the Narthex. 

Another option is to purchase new re-

manufactured cartridges at Crazy Inkjets, 

4867 Topanga Canyon Blvd. (near Du-

metz). Be sure to mention APECA, and a 

percentage of your computer/printer sup-

plies will be donated to APECA. A
P
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Lenten Study 
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New Employees 

 

“Seeing the Glass Half Full” 

Led by Lake Nofer 

This will be a unique Lenten study series  

created by Lake Nofer. 

On Sundays, Feb. 28, March 7, 14 & 21 

from 11:30 AM ─ 12:30 PM in the Chapel.  

P o l i c e  N o t i f i c a t i o n  S y s t e m  
There is a new police notification arrangement to let people know what police activity is going 

on in their neighborhood.  It is free and the notification will come through email or on a cell 

phone by text message.  It works all over Los Angeles, it's simple to sign up for and anyone 

can have access to it, the church and NS as well.  Just go to www.Nixle.com and follow in-

structions to sign up.  I've already had a couple of notifications, so I know it works. 

P am McCoy comes to the position of Administrative Assistant at WHCC after six years of 

service as an administrative assistant.  In addition to her office skills, Pam has back-

grounds in both property management and financial record keeping.  Pam is in the office 

Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM and can be reached at 

whccucc@gmail.com. 

V ictor Moss comes to the position of Financial Assistant at WHCC after 20 years of book-

keeping and payroll processing experience.  He will be in the office Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday afternoons usually from 11:30-2:50 PM.  You can email Victor at  

mossfinancialservices@gmail.com 

Welcome Pam & Victor!  We are glad to have you with us 

LITURGICAL DANCE    

Liturgical dance meets every Wednesday at 
6:00 p.m. to 7:p.M. in the Chapel.   This work-
shop is open to all ages.  No  training needed. 

Focus is on Balance, flexibility, movement, 
memory and fun.  The only requirement is the 

desire to move!  Your guide is Mr. Dee Baker  
Please join us and lets shake it down ! 

http://www.Nixle.com
mailto:whccucc@gmail.com.
mailto:mossfinancialservices@gmail.com
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The Youth Musical Theatre Pro-

gram will be holding its annual 

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE ON 

SATURDAY, MARCH 6TH, IN 

HARTER HALL  (9am to 

3pm).  Anything you would like to 

contribute (big or small) would be 

most happily received. Items to be 

sold can be dropped off at the 

church on Friday evening, March 

5th, beginning at 6pm. Arrangements 

can also be made to pick up large 

items at your home.  

 All proceeds from the sale go to 

support the Youth Musical Theatre 

Program and its upcoming produc-

tion of INTO THE WOODS. For 

more information, contact program 

director Bruce Barbee at (818) 884-

5558. 

M a r c h  6 t h  R u m m a g e  S a l e  t o  B e n e f i t  

Yo u t h  M u s i c a l  T h e a t r e  P r o g r a m  

* * * * * YOUTH MUSICAL THEATRE  

PRESENTS STEPHEN SONDHEIM’S  

INTO THE WOODS 

 Thursday ... May 13 ...... 7:30 pm 

 Friday ........ May 14 ...... 7:30 pm 

 Saturday .... May 15 ...... 7:30 pm 

 Sunday ....... May 16 ...... 2:00 pm 

 Friday ........ May 21 ...... 7:30 pm 

 Saturday .... May 22 ...... 2:00 pm 

 Saturday .... May 22 ...... 7:30 pm 

 Sunday ....... May 23 ...... 2:00 pm 

Tickets go on sale beginning  

Sunday, April 4th (Easter Sunday).  

All seats are reserved. 



 

Rice and Beans are still on the most 

needed list items along with Peanut But-

ter and Tuna.  These proteins items are 

used in each clients monthly allotment of 

food. 
 

FYI  During January the West Valley 

Food Pantry spent $ 9,825.00 on food for 

35,181 meals.  The cost per meal was only 

.28 cents 
 

Daily News Subscribers: Did you no-

tice the great article about the West Valley 

Food Pantry in the Feb. 3rd. (Wed)  

Edition ?  Three colored pictures ! If not 

check the information Center            ~ Etta 

Hulett 

Name left off the list? Contact the Church Office! 

West Valley Food Pantry 
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Woodland Hills Community Church  
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Woodland Hills CA 91364 
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Craig Peterson, Pastor  Signe Hardesty, Pastoral Assistant 
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Lyn Owen, Moderator  Judy Jordan, Chair, Board of Trustees 
Pam McCoy, Administrative Assistant  Jim Hardesty, Editor 

2 Warren Ringer 17 Dean Blatchford 

6 Kathy Ayers 22 Kitty Sarkissian 

9 Jordan Flacco 24 Mavis Burkhard 

 Signe Hardesty 25 Katherine Rosario 

10 Mira Nasarenko 27 Wally Aurich 

12 Bob Dear 29 Lila Aurich 

13 Barbara Robinson  Elyssa Gilbertson 

15 Jennifer Walter 31 Maxine Wegner 

Check Out 
Our New 
Look At 

www.whucc.info 
AND 

New Email: whccucc@gmail.com 

FOODS OF THE MONTH: 

 

 

Rice  

Beans 

Peanut Butter 

Tuna 



Last, ... But Not Least 

 No matter who you are,  
or where you are  
on life’s journey,  

you’re welcome here. 

SAVE THE DATES 

March 28 

Palm Sunday 

 

April 1 

Maundy Thursday Service 
 

April 4 

Easter 

 

June 11—12 

Conference Annual Gathering 

Santa Ana 

 YOUTH MUSICAL THEATRE  

PRESENTS STEPHEN SONDHEIM’S  

INTO THE WOODS 

 

 Thursday ... May 13 7:30 pm 

 Friday ........ May 14 7:30 pm 

 Saturday .... May 15 7:30 pm 

 Sunday ....... May 16 2:00 pm 

 Friday ........ May 21 7:30 pm 

 Saturday .... May 22 2:00 pm 

 Saturday .... May 22 7:30 pm 

 Sunday…….May 23       2:00 pm 

Tickets go on sale beginning  

Sunday, April 4th (Easter Sunday).  

All seats are reserved. 




