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measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over will be poured into your
lap. For with the measure you used, it will
be measured to you.” Luke 6:30
ave you ever wondered how
some people can sacrifice
enormous amounts of their
time and money, and always have more
left over, while others pinch and save yet
never appear to have enough? We're of-
ten taught that the more time and re-
sources we reserve for our own exploits,
the greater and more prosperous we'll be
in the end. As one financial analyst re-
cently admonished me, “If you gave less,
youd have more!”

But last week I was confronted with
a vastly different perspective. Following
a flood in my bathroom, I had to replace
my bathmat. When I reached the store,
however, I fell head over heels in love
with the beautiful accessories on display
and felt inspired to redecorate my bath-
room completely! But my enormously
thrifty side won out and I returned
home, determined to make do with what

I already had.
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On my way back, I “happened’
a neighbor whod been living in a virtu-
ally empty apartment over 20 years due to
a lack of finances. Her story impacted me
so much that my friend and I immediately
began bringing her bookshelves, dress-
ers, dishes, pictures, bedding, candles, and
anything we could think of from my apart-
ment to decorate her place. I even felt led
to give her the bathroom set I was trying
so desperately to hold on to! Miraculously,
the more items we brought to her, the more
there was to give! And by the time we were
finished, I had no choice but to go back to
the store and get the new furnishings I had
desired all along!

God taught me so much through that
experience, and made this week’s scripture
on giving very real to me. I saw that the
longer we hold on to the old- possessions,
people, perspectives, etc.- the more we hin-
der God’s ability to do a new thing in our
lives! Stubbornness, reluctance, and fear
actually stifle God’s ability to remove our
self-imposed limitations and bring increase
into our lives. Consequently, God challeng-
es us to move to a higher level of giving, a

higher level of trust, and a higher level of
obedience, believing in faith that He will
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honor, reward, and restore the sacrifices =

is calling us to make. :
I challenge you this week to p

list of all the things, people, etc. you ,\

that the Lord is calling you to relea:sc

your life and share it with a tnen&

will support you and hold you accouns:

Exercise confidence, knowmg that i €“

’L:l :4.

asking you to give it up, it’s because ;j: ,;

something more powerful and benes

store. Your task now is to MAKE E ¢
FOR IT!!e
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Recommended Readings: Matthew %
Malachi 3:10-12, 2 C(Corinthians
Prowverbs 28:27, Proverbs 11:25
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